
APA Citation Guide (7th edition): Journal Articles 
 
Author 
Today, scientific articles can have many authors due to large-scale experiments run by large teams. In 
some research areas, an article can even have hundreds of authors! Generally, the first author is 
considered the lead author, so when citing it is important not to change the order co-authors are listed 
in. For details on how to balance efficiency and accuracy when citing academic articles with long lists of 
authors, see the various examples on this page. 
 
Titles 
Italicize titles of journals, magazines and newspapers. Do not italicize the titles of articles. 
 
Capitalize only the first letter of the first word of the article title. If there is a colon in the article title, also 
capitalize the first letter of the first word after the colon. 
 
Dates 
If an item has no date, use the short form n.d. where you would normally put the date. 
 
Volume and Issue Numbers 
Italicize volume numbers but not issue numbers 
 
Retrieval Dates 
Most articles will not need these in the citation. Only use them for online articles from places where 
content may change often, such as a social media site like Academia.edu. 
 
Page Numbers 
If an article doesn't appear on continuous pages, list all the page numbers the article is on, separated by 
commas. For example (4, 6, 12-14) 
 
Journal Article from Library Database with DOI - One Author 
 
Example: 
Author's Last Name, First Initial. Second Initial if Given. (Year of Publication). Title of article: Subtitle if 
any. Name of Journal, Volume Number (Issue Number), first page number-last page number. 
https://doi.org/DOInumber 
 
Example  
Hasanbegovic, H. (2022). Satisfaction with the use of hearing aids in everyday life in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Human Research in rehabilitation, 13(2), 227-237. https://doi.org/10.21554/hrr.092305 
 
In-Text Paraphrase  
(Author's Last Name, Year) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, 2016) 
 
In-Text Quote  
(Author's Last Name, Year, p. Page Number) (Hasanbegovic, 2016, p. 261) 

https://doi.org/10.21554/hrr.092305


 

Journal Article from Library Database with DOI - Two to more Authors 

Author's Last Name, First Initial. Second Initial if Given., & Last Name of Second Author, First Initial. 

Second Initial if Given. (Year of Publication). Title of article: Subtitle if any. Name of Journal, Volume 

Number (Issue Number), first page number-last page number. https://doi.org/DOInumber  

Note: Separate the authors' names by putting a comma between them. For the final author listed add an 

ampersand (&) after the comma and before the final author's last name. 

Example  

Knudsen, L. V., Oberg, M., Nielsen, C., Naylor, G., & Kramer, S. E. (2010). Factors influencing help seeking, 
hearing aid uptake, hearing aid use, and satisfaction with hearing aids: a review of the literature. Trends 
in amplification, 14(3), 127-154. https://doi.org/10.1177/1084713810385712 
 

Journal Article from Library Database no DOI - One Author 
 
Author's Last Name, First Initial. Second Initial if Given. (Year of Publication). Title of article: Subtitle if 
any. Name of Journal, Volume number (Issue Number), first page number-last page number.  
 
Note: The APA Manual (7th ed.) recommends not including the database or the URL of the journal home 
page for online articles without a DOI.  
 
Example  
Hasanbegovic, H. (2022). Satisfaction with the use of hearing aids in everyday life in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Human Research in rehabilitation, 13(2), 227-237.  
 
In-Text Paraphrase  
(Author's Last Name, Year) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, 2022) 
 
In-Text Quote  
(Author's Last Name, Year, p. Page Number) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, 2022, p. 114) 
 
Journal Article from Library Database no DOI - Two to more Authors 
 
Author's Last Name, First Initial. Second Initial if Given., & Last Name of Second Author, First Initial. 
Second Initial if Given. (Year of Publication). Title of article: Subtitle if any. Name of Journal, Volume 
Number (Issue Number), first page number-last page number if given.  
 
Note: In the reference list invert all authors' names; give last names and initials for only up to and 
including twenty authors. When a source has twenty-one or more authors, include the first twenty 
authors’ names, then three ellipses (…), and add the last author’s name.  



 
Note: The APA Manual (7th ed.) recommends not including the library database for journal articles 
without a DOI as these works are widely available. 
 
Works by the Same Author with the Same Year 
 
When you are citing two different sources that share the same author and year of publication, assign 
lowercase letters after the year of publication (a, b, c, etc.). Assign these letters according to which title 
comes first alphabetically. Use these letters in both in-text citations and the Reference list. 
 
Example In-Text: 
 
Paraphrasing content from first source by this author (Hasanbegovic, 2022a). "Now I am quoting from 
the second source by the same author" (Hasanbegovic, 2022b, p. 234). 
 
Example Reference List entries: 
 
Hasanbegovic, H. (2022a). Title of first article. Human Research in rehabilitation, 13(2), 227-237.  
 
Hasanbegovic, H. (2022b). Title of second article. Another Journal, 15(3), 40-55. 
 
Journal Article from a Website - One Author 
 
Author's Last Name, First Initial. Second Initial if Given. (Year of Publication). Title of article: Subtitle if 
any. Name of Journal, Volume Number (Issue Number if given). URL 
 
In-Text Paraphrase  
(Author's Last Name, Year) 
 
(Hasanbegovic, 2018) 
 
In-Text Quote  
(Author's Last Name, Year, p. Page Number) 
 
Note: In this example there were no visible page numbers or paragraph numbers, so you can cite the 
section heading and the number of the paragraph in that section to identify where your quote came 
from.  
 
 
Journal Article in Print - One Author 
 
Author's Last Name, First Initial. Second Initial if Given. (Year of Publication). Title of article: Subtitle if 
any. Name of Journal, Volume Number (Issue Number), first page number-last page number. 
 
In-Text Paraphrase  
(Author's Last Name, Year) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, 2018) 



 
In-Text Quote  
(Author's Last Name, Year, p. Page number) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, 2018, p. 243) 
 
When You Have 21 or More Authors 
 
When a journal article has twenty-one or more authors: 
 
References List 
 
List the first nineteen authors followed by three spaced ellipse points (. . .), and then the last author's 
name. 
 
In-Text Paraphrase  
(First author's last name et al., Year) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, et al., 2018) 
 
In-Text Quote  
(First author's last name et al., Year, p. Page number quote is from) 
 
Example: (Hasanbegovic, et al., 2018 p. 503) 
 
In-Text Citation for two or more authors 
 
Number of authors two  
First Time Paraphrased (Hasanbegovic & Mahmutovic, 2022) 
Second and Subsequent Times Quoting (Hasanbegovic & Mahmutovic, 2022) 
 
First Time Quoting (Hasanbegovic & Mahmutovic, 2022, p. 52) 
Second and Subsequent Times Paraphrased (Hasanbegovic & Mahmutovic, 2022, p. 52) 
 
 
Number of authors three or more 
  
First Time Paraphrased (Hasanbegovic et al., 2022) 
Second and Subsequent Times Quoting (Hasanbegovic et al., 2022) 
 
First Time Quoting (Hasanbegovic et al., 2022, p. 52) 
Second and Subsequent Times Paraphrased (Hasanbegovic et al., 2022, p. 52) 
 
 
 


