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MANNER ADVERBIAL COMPLEMENT IN BOSNIAN LANGUAGE
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ABSTRACT
Some verbs require that the sentence in which they serve as predicate must state the �������	�������������	���	��	
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2 An asterisk before an open bracket means that a word or construction inside the brackets is necessary for grammatical 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. Manner adverbial complement has already 
been mentioned in the linguistic literature and it 
�(� )�$*��%�� �$� +�%� )��/�(� ���� �%(%�)�� �(� 3(%��
�$�� 4���5�7� 8�;���� /�� 
�<� (++%(� %=�/�%(� �>�
this complementation and it is also recognized by 
#����8
��	��/����?�;<��$���(���$�B�/�G�&����'��	
�	�������'�	��(���. It is mentioned in )������'�	
����'
�	 *���'�	 8
����� /�� 
��<� 3G� 4+$�7H��� $��
#�/������ 3�+� �$� &����'��	 ��������
��	 ����'
�	
*���'�	8#�/%��%+����
�����/���;�?�;;<��+��(��%>%��%��
to as  ���������
�	�
�����������
�.

2. Manner adverbial complement can be seen in the 
following examples:
(1) Djeca se *(lijepo)2 ponašaju. (Conv.) Njegova 
/7%(��O8��3��<�!��H���8Q�$��<�V$�(%�+��/�$���
O8�����H��<��8Q�$��<��������(��(%������$�
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�� W�(�7�� /�+������� �� (%� �(7%�7�� O8��� ���� ���%<��
(A3, 15) Izgledala je *(grozno)... (A, 20) ...ljudi koji 
O8��7%/�<��!B�%�7����7���%�%�Z$(%����8[��
�<�\�(+�
$%�5%������!��H���O8B��/�<����8[����<���������!$H$�7�
�%�(%�(��+��]�7(+���/�$Z+�O8/�/�+�]�^�7%��(/��<��
8[�_��	;<������7�� 7%�H�+���#����(�7%+(��� �+�/���%��
O8�!�7%Z+�7���� (� 3��$(���� �+�Z+<�� 8`\���


<�{�$�$��/��)���������(��(%�O8!(+�Z�7��%<��
(KZT, 57) 
_(+���%�%$��� /�H%�%� (�� (%� /�$Z+�� O8B�%(��$��
�� /��($�<���� 8`\��� 		<� [35���� $�� (+�������
�!B�%�7�� O8��� )�7%+���� ���%$�+�� $�/H�%<��
(AKK, 8) ...i pri tome je djelovao *(ozbiljno)... 
8[``��
;<� ���(������(+���5%���/�%�(+��+�� O8��
�����+���B�<����8[``���
<����5%��+%���(%�(�%�����7�
*(vratolomnom brzinom). (AKK, 61) ...on to samo 
������%���!��H��O8���3$��<�8[``����<�������
+%� +�%+��7�� O8��� (��B��� ��� /��+���� ���� ��� ��H$��
sekretaricu). (AKK, 131) Ja se *(vrlo nelagodno) 
�(7%���8[�������<���5��(%�O8�������(+�$)<����
8�4��� �<� 4�� +�� �!B�%�� O8��� 5�+���$7%<�������
(AIT, 95)
3. Manner complement can occur with the verb 
���*�������%$��+��%$(��+��$B�/�)%�&�8
<�O8���<�7%�
trajala njihova velika uzajamnost i njihova ljubav... 
(AIT, 77)
4. Manner complement often comes with verbs 
which in addition to it require or permit substantive 
complement in the form of dative case with a 
preposition:
3 The sources the examples are taken from in this text are 
marked by the following contractions: A – !���, magazine, 
G%�� �__�� $��3%�� ��	�� ���G� 

+��� 
��;��[�_� ��Amir Brka, 
#��
+��	 �����	 +��
���*�, Vrijeme, Zenica, 2003; KZT – 
`����\����������*��	�+���	
�	������, Civitas, Sarajevo, 
2005; AKK – [(����`�7������,
	*�	�����
	�
��
-�	.*����, 
3rd Edition, Vrijeme, Zenica, 2002; ATU – [���� ������
���
����	 /���*�	 ��*��$	 ��������	 �*����, Centar za kulturu 
�� �3�!��$7%�� �%Z$7�� 
����� �4�� �� ����� 4�7����� 0��
	
'��*	!'
�����$��%�!�+%+(�� ��7%H��^��Z���� �;;���[_����Alija 
_(���������*	(
�*�'��Q���+(��4�7%����
�����4`#���Skender 
`��%$�������
�
�������Q���+(��4�7%����
����

(3) On se prema njima *(strogo) postavio. (Conv.) 
Odnosite se prema njoj *(lijepo). (Conv.) ...i *(kako) 
(%� ��5�� /�%�� �7������ 84`#�� ��<� ���/�(+�/��� 3���
prema njemu *(gore nego onda u Kairu).  (SKP, 101)
5. It is quite interesting that manner 
complementation is not mentioned as adverbial 
complemention in )�����'�	 ����'
�����'
�	
*���'�	 ��	 �������� 8��!����� "� �����$�����
�;;���/�����?���<�����%�%��(��%���%�3��(���+��
manner meanings are presented as predicative 
complements. This is case with sentences 
containing verb �
��/���	 �� and ��������� as its 
/�%��)+%(� 8�(/�� ��!����� "������$����� �;;���
/����;<��
In &����'��	��������
��	����'
�	*���'�	(Piper et al., 

�����/���;�<��$�(��%�(%$+%$)%(���%�3����$$%��
complementation is considered to be adverbial 
predicates: 1�
	��*	�����
	�������	nestvarno�	��
*	
otac se dobro	��+��
In our opinion, complement to the verb �
��/���	
se is not a predicative, but a manner adverbial 
)��/�%�%$+� 8)>��#�����
��	��/����?�;<����%��%�3�
��������� can be complemented both by predicative 
(3�	 �������	 ��*��	 ��%� (%%�(�$�)%�<� $�� ��%�3���
manner complement (3�	�������	��*��
	‘He looks 
$�)%�<�$���$�+��(%�)(%(��+��(����>>%�%$+��%$�$B�
6. Verb postupati which is usually complemented 
by manner adverbial complement in the 
administrative-legal style of Bosnian language has 
developed a meaning which does not have to be 
complemented by manner adverbial:
8�<� �� +��� /�%��%+�� /�(+�/�� 7%� +�5��)� ^�� ^��
8�#��(%)�+���^��^���(��$�)��B%��>�+��(�)(%�<
7. Some verbs that require manner complement 
can make grammatical correct sentence without 
manner complements in cases where they present 
a special manner meaning. This is case with the 
verbs �
�������	��, ��+���	�� and ��
�����	�� when 
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they mean the following ‘�
��
�(%�/�(+��+���8�+�%�
a �

��(+$���������%���

��++�+��%�<����
��
 se 
��5+��� 8��$��%� �+� �����<� $�� ��
��
� (%� /���%(+���
(‘have a �

��+��%�<&
(5) Znao sam se postaviti. (AIT, 97)
8�<�V$��(%�7�Z���5%��8Q�$��<
8	<���H%��(���(%�3Z�/���%����8Q�$��<
However the fact that other meanings cannot be 
expressed without specifying manner adverbial 
complements indicates that manner adverbial by the 
same verbs is not optional:
(8) *Znao sam se postaviti. (‘Znao sam se �
/� / 
�
���/�
�/�(+��+���]�_�)�����+�%������(+$��������_�
could have a ��
���++�+��%�]��//�$��$�]<
8;<� OV$�� (%� 7�Z� ��5%�� 8�V$�� (%� 7�Z� �
/� / 
�����*� / 
����
���5%��]���%G�(+�����$��%��+������ / �
�	�
	�����]<
8��<�O��H%�� (���(%�3Z�/���%���� 8���H%�� (���(%�3Z�
�
/��/���%����]��%������%��G�����+��%�G%(+%��G��]�
‘It was �
�	 ����	�	����G%(+%��G��]��_+��(�+�+��G���� 
/ ���������G%(+%��G�]<
8. One meaning of the verb 
���4���	 �� must be 
complemented by manner adverbial:
8��<�V$�7�7�(%��3���O8+���]���%$���]�(����%B�)%<�
In this case, the manner meaning partially has a 
meaning of instrument, but anaphora of marked 
constructions is clearly manner (��'
). In this case 
the most interesting is that vocative with preposition 
�5�6 can occur as a possible complement, as a part 
of sentence structure. The grammarians has always 
denied that vocative can be part of sentence structure. 
There are exeptions only in oral literature in the need 
for the ten-syllable line where some  masculine nouns 
can be used in the vocative in the position of the subject 
and predicate. This vocative can always be replaced by 
the nominative. The above example is not from oral 
literature, the noun '
������ is not masculine noun, 
and cannot be replaced by nominative or instrumental 
or case-prepositional phrase:

8�
<� � OV$� 7�7� (%��3��� (����%B�)� ]� ���%B�)��� ]�
/���������%B�)%�]�$%H�����
We can seek the origin of vocative construction 
in other constructions (e.g. instrumental) in depth 
sentence structure, but on the surface structure it 
appears as an unavoidable fact and as something 
that deserves to enter the grammatical descriptions 
as well as valence dictionaries.

CONCLUSION

This paper shows that there is manner adverbial 
complementation in Bosnian language and it also 
states the examples of its use. It is also proved that 
such complementation can be expressed by vocative. 
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