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ABSTRACT

Review scientific paper

After the defeat of Hungary by the Ottoman Empire, in August of 1415, the Bosnian king and a few noble men made a
decision to change their political loyalty towards the Hungary. King Ostoja tried to take care of inside matters that were
ruling in Bosnian Kingdom. He called for a meeting (Stanak) at which he would even out with some noble men. Even
Dubrovcani wrote about this event. In one of their letters they described the events that took place in Kraljeva Sutjeska.
After the occurrence in Kraljeva Sutjeska, intervention of Ottoman army was expected. One of the facts that the situation
was pretty serious is that some families sought asylum from Dubrovniks authorities in case of alarming circumstances.
One of Bosnian powerful nobles dies in 1416. King Ostoja and other noblemen were fighting over his property.
Keywords: King Ostoja, Stanak, noblemen, Dubrovcani, Hungarian king, Ottoman army.

INTRODUCTION

Bosnian Kingdom at the beginning of second dec-
ade of 15th century entered in conflicts that an-
nounced interference of neighboring countries.
Hungary and Ottoman Empire had special inter-
ests in Bosnian territory. To accomplish its plan
Hungary called for a meeting, Budapest assembly
(Budimski sabor). The most influential people of
the time attended the gathering. It was believed
more peaceful days are ahead after this meeting.
After all peace in Bosnia meant peace in the neigh-
boring countries too. Therefore one of the most
powerful countries in Europe, Hungary, wanted to
make long term peace. That was the outcome of
the Budapest assembly. But this peace was short
lived. Besides the Ottoman army that had great as-
pirations towards Bosnia, there has been inner tur-

!Correspondence to:

moil too. Bosnian nobles were desiring more than
what they had. Great friction took place between
the families of Kosaca and Hrvatini¢. These inside
turmoils were weakening political military and
economic power of Bosnian kingdom. The victory
of Ottomans in August of 1415 forced king Ostoja
and duke Sandalj to change their political orienta-
tion. They are leaving the Hungarian king and are
siding with Ottoman sultan. Even he came out vic-
torious during the conflict in 1415, Herceg Hrvoje,
had to accept Ostoja as a king. In August of 1415
two meetings were called for (Dini¢, 1955). At
one of these there has been peace improvements
among Bosnian nobles, Ostoja was accepted as a
legitimate king and it was ruled out that Srebrenica
should be returned to Bosnian power. Dubrovcani
wrote about this event to Hungarian king (Gelcich
& Talloczy, 1887).
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At the second meeting that was held at the end of Au-
gust a plan has been made to execute prince Pavle
Radenovi¢ and his son Petar Pavlovi¢. The meeting
took place in Kraljeva Sutjeska at one of King’s es-
tates. Some of most influential Bosnian noblemen at-
tended except herceg Hrvoje who was staying out of
conflicts of the two houses of Kosaca and Pavlovi¢.
Ivan Gundulic, a delegate at a Bosnian court (Puci¢,
1858). From Dubrovnik, wrote a letter addressed to
Dubrovnik’s authorities about this incident. It stated
that the murder took place during a walk of noblemen
that were present at the court of King Ostoja in Kralje-
va Sutjeska. At the time king Ostoja was accompanied
by his son Stjepan, duke Sandalj and his brother Vuk
Hranic, zupanj Dragisa Dinjici¢, Vukmir Zlatonosovic,
Pavle Klesi¢ and prince Pavle Radenovi¢ with his son
Petar Pavlovic. At one of these walks in Parena Pol-
jana, an argument arose between duke Sandalj and
prince Pavle. Vukmir Zlatonosovi¢ joined this lengthy
discussions and arguments. In this dispute between
Petar Pavlovic and duke Sandalj, Sandalj’s men at-
tacked Petar Pavlovic and tied him down. Prince Pavle
took a chance to escape but Sandalj’s men caught up
with him and killed him (Kurtovi¢, 2009). He left two
sons behind, Petar and Radosav (Ivi¢, 1907).

In prince’s company was krstjanin Vlatko Tumurlic
who fled to Franciscan monastery to Ivan Gunduli¢,
the delegate from Dubrovnik, to save his own life. Af-
ter the situation calmed in Parena Poljana, Vlatko Tur-
mulic took Pavle’s dead body and buried it in Vrhbos-
na. Petar Pavlovic was captured and taken to Bobovac
and later to the capital of Pavlovi¢ Bora¢ (Jorga, 1899).
Brailo Tezalovi¢ was among the escorts of prince Pav-
le and Petar and was captured by prince Vukc Hranic¢,
Sandalj’s brother. In this incident, Pribisav Murzi¢ was
also captured (Tosi¢, 2003).

When the situation completely calmed, Dubrovnik’s
delegate, paid a visit to duke Sandalj. On this occa-
sion Sandalj told him: Can you believe that this, by
the mercy of God, I do and follow the way of justice
Jjust the way you, the Dubrovniks elite, do aka. Behead
those who commit treason in Dubrovnik. This is the
way I deal with other loyal Bosnians. (DAD, Lett. di
Lev. VII). He stated that he did this to bring justice and
that it was a matter of sins of Pavlovic family (Puci¢,
1858). Followed these events, they started to divide
the lands of Pavle Radenovic. Olovo went into hands
of Vukmir Zlatonosovi¢.

Duke Sandalj was accusing prince Pavle for mistakes
in relations with Hungarian king. With this behavior,
him and his son caused a lot of wrongdoing to Bosnian
Kingdom (Lett. di Lev. VII). He declared friendship

to Ivan Gunduli¢ and people of Dubrovnik. He used
this opportunity to ask of him to recommend him to
Dubrovnik’s authorities (Puci¢, 1858). This murder
presented a political account of opponents at the time
in Bosnian Kingdom (Tosi¢, 2003).

Petar and Radosav, Pavle’s sons, wanted to revenge
their father. They called for help from Ottoman army
against the main figures in this incident, duke San-
dalj and king Ostoja. The army of Ottoman sultan an-
swered their call and entered Bosnian Kingdom. This
forced large number of population to seek help from
Dubrovnik in moving to safer regions. On October 3rd
1415, Dubrovcani allowed Ljubisa Bogdani¢ic and
Vukosav Poznanovi¢ to, in case of danger, move to
Dubrovnik. This is what they wrote: you see and hear
what is happening among Bosnian elite, and want to
be love peace and harmony (Puci¢, 1858).

Some time later, on December 5th, they permitted
prince Milisa Nikoli¢ asylum in Ston or Rat or some
other island. They wrote: because you fear Ottoman
army (Puci¢, 1858). Duke Sandalj was also threatened
by the Ottomans. He also turned to Dubrovnik for help
in the safety of his family and him. In November of
1415, Dubrovcani allowed Sandalj to buy 50 older
grains for his money (DAD, Cons. Rog.I).

Armed with Ottoman army, sons of Pavle Radenovic,
Petar and Radosav were endangering even Dubrovnik’s
territory. On February 8th 1416, Dubrovcani took se-
curity measures of Ston, and people who were com-
ing from Bosnia were allowed to take refuge at Rat. In
February 1416, they complained to Radosav Pavlovi¢
who was together with Ottomans at borders of the
Republic disturbing and robbing its people. They did
the same with his older brother in March 1416, when
mayor Purad and Stjepan Miloradovi¢ along with Ot-
tomans were doing the attacks towards Dubrovnik.
Dubrovcani sent a letter to prince Petar in which
they’re informing him of threats from mayor Djuradj
towards people of Dubrovnik (Stojanovi¢, 1929). By
this time, the Plavovi¢ family, with the help of Otto-
mans have been ruling the region of Konavla. This re-
gion will be stumbling stone between the Pavlovi¢ and
Kosaca families. The Ottoman army reached the bor-
ders of Dubrovnik causing Dubrovnik’s authorities on
March 21st 1416 to send out ships from the islands to
ease the escape for those who were running away from
the Ottomans. They decided to choose a representative
among the people from Slano region and send him to
the commanders of Ottoman and Vlaska army. Besides
the conquests of Hum region, Ottoman army also con-
quered part of Podrinje and northern Bosnia, and the
city of Vrhbosna with all its counties have fallen.
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At this time, Sultan Mehmed I, names Isak-beg as
military commander. Ottoman commander’s duty
was to keep track of Bosnian king’s and noblemen
whereabouts (Klai¢, 1882). By this time, some no-
bles started accepting Ottoman rulings in Bosnia.
Among the first ones to do so were duke Sandalj and
Pavlovi¢ brothers who “guard their lands by the mer-
cy of God and great Sultan Mehmet-beg and his com-
mander Izak” (Miklosich, 1858).

During the conflicts between Pavlovi¢s and Kosacas,
herceg Hrvoje was staying aside. He was busy with
taking back Split under his control. At the end of
1415, he was taking military actions too. He entered
into conflicts with princes of Krch, with the help of
Ottoman army. After the conflicts they(princes) were
forced to ask Mlecani to mediate with commander
Hrvoje (Ljubi¢, 1880). During the strong conflicts in
Bosnian Kingdom between the Pavlovi¢ and Kosaca,
commander Hrvoje dies in April of 1416 (Sigi¢, 1902).
During his lifetime he remained undefeated and in
power, managing to get revenge on the enemies.

The powerful commander Hrvoje was succeeded by
his son BalSa who was only his father’s shadow. Bos-
nian king Stjepan Ostoja, Dubrovcani, Spli¢ani and
Mlecani took great interest in his estates and wealth.
King Ostoja benefited the most divorcing his wife Ku-
java and marrying Hrvoje’s widow Jelena. In October
1416, Dubrovcani wrote to king Sigismund: that king
Ostoja after he divorced his first wife, married Jelena,
Hrvoje’s widow, who after the marriage to king, gave
as a gift the city of Omis to her brother, prince Ivan
Cetinjski (Gelcich & Talloczy, 1887). Thanks to this
relationship, Ostoja expanded his estates in the west,
taking over the city of Jajce. King tried to reconcile
with Hrvoje’s successors too, securing the support of
his former opponents. He tried to restore his reputation
that has fallen in the recent years. Ostoja didn’t have
much luck in these efforts taking into consideration
inside conflicts that shook the region. His marriage to
Jelena gave new reasons for incident last in Bosnia.
The Pavlovi¢ brothers who were at the borders with
Dubrovnik’s Republic were especially disturbed.
These inner turmoils caused more damaged to Bos-
nia than Hungarian and Ottoman armies. Dubrovcani
in these matters were remaining neutral. However,
atrocities in Bosnia meant danger in Dubrovnik too.
During the 1415 and 1416 a lot of population from
Bosnia ran away to Dubrovnik, so many poor fugi-
tives were a burden to the Republic. In November of
1416, an order was issued for those who were beggars
to be banished from the territory of Dubrovnik. Du-
brovcani accepted Ostoja as a legitimate king so on
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February 7th 1416, they paid the taxes in the amount
of 500 perper, and later on November 20th 1416 paid
off the remaining balance. Even though they accepted
Ostoja as a King of Bosnia, that didn’t mean his posi-
tion was stable at the throne. At that time, in the years
of 1415 and 1416, Bosnian nobles quarreled to the
point of physical disappearance. Dubrovani wrote
to the Hungarian queen Barbara: that Bosnia is com-
pletely left in ruins and that nobles are preparing mu-
tual destruction (Klai¢, 1882).

New conflicts in Bosnia forced sultan Mehmed I to
intervene. This intervention went in his favor because
Bosnian king and its elite were his allies by now.
His goal was to reconcile the Pavlovi¢ and Kosaca
families, therefore he sent two of his messengers to
Bosnia calling for a meeting (Dini¢, 1955). This was
supposed to bring reconciliation between the two.
The noblemen accused king Ostoja as a main cause
of all evil that has happened. It was decided that he
be arrested because he transgressed against “god’s
faith”. DragiSa Dinji¢i¢ was accused for the murder
in Parena Poljana. Feeling endangered king Ostoja
and commander Dinji¢i¢ escaped one evening prior
to this. His son Stjepan Ostoji¢ was also against him,
insulted with the fact he divorced his mother Kujava
and married Hrvoje’s widow Jelena. Ottomans were
helping Tvrtko II. Some time later Dubrovc¢ani wrote
to king Sigismundu: for now there's no army in either
Bosnia nor Raska because the Ottoman sultan had
to retrieve to Solun against his own brother “the false
Mustafa” (Fajftri¢, 2008).

At the beginning of 1417 Bosnian kingdom expe-
rienced new inside conflicts. The feuded families
were preparing for ongoing conflicts. After escap-
ing the noblemen’s arrest, King Ostoja took refuge
in Southwest parts of Bosnia where he had his allies,
the Radivojevi¢. Further Ottoman conquests forced
Bosnian population to seek safer territories. A large
number of them found safe haven in Ston with the
permission of Dubrovnik’s authorities (Lett. di Lev.
VID).

King Stjepan Ostoja benefited greatly from these in-
ner turmoils, helping him keep the throne. He was
originating the conflicts among one another. In the
last conflict he was helping Pavlovi¢ brothers, who
in return, were accepting his reign. This helped him
to regain his reputation back. Dubrovcani accepted
him as a legitimate king, payed him “svetodmitarski”
taxes in the amount of 2000 perper (Cons. Rog. I). In
the year of 1417 king Ostoja reconciled with Petar
Pavlovi¢, even he was one of the key advocates for
the murder of his father Pavle.



During these conflicts, Dubrovcani would bow down
to one then to another, sending gifts to Ostoja, Tvrtko
I1, then to Jelena and Kujava. Later on king Ostoja fled
close Dubrovnik. On April 20th 1417 Dubrovnik’s
authorities issued an order to the commander of Ston
to inform them of King Ostoja’s and his wife Jelena
whereabouts. If he was to find out that the King is
in the neretva region or in BiS¢a, let the commander
send two ships for the fish to kings table and a few
liters of good wine, while the government will give
other gifts to the King and Queen (Jorga, 1899).

METHODS

This research study by the name of Bosnian Kingdom
During the Second Decade of the 15th Century repre-
sents novelty in terms of content. During the research
I used existing scientific expertise literature that deals
with problematic complex but with a shift and em-
phasis on a critical review of the replenishment of
historical gaps and highlighting the events above. |
used different scientific research methods from the
chronological spatial, then descriptive, explicative
and comparative. These methods have ultimately ena-
bled the reconstruction of the historical reality based
on unpublished and published sources and literature.

RESULTS

The Bosnian kingdom in the middle of the second
decade of the 15th century has been intimidated by
internal disagreements and conflicts, therefore some
noble families were threatened with physical extermi-
nation. This lead to a clash that happened in Kraljeva
Sutjeska at a royal estate. This was also a political
breakthrough for the opposition. In addition, some
noblemen were interested in the rich estates. They
tried to gain benefit by having possession of these
lands. By taking over these properties would show the
other noble families who the real master of the region
is. By establishing their power in these areas, among
other things, they could have established customs and
other economic and financial relations.

King Ostoja himself sought to establish strong central
government during the course of his reign. By estab-
lishing a strong central government he would show
other nobles that he is the one who makes decisions in
the Kingdom. This is why he himself often came into
conflicts with the disobedient noble families. The sit-
uation in Bosnia during the second decade of the 15th
century reveals some new details that were happening

in the Balkans. If you only look at the writing of duke
Sandalj to Dubrovcani “I do it in Bosnia the way you
do in Dubrovnik” it will give a clear picture not only
of Bosnia but its neighbors as well. The murder that
took place in Kraljevska Sutjeska was also motivated
by the desire of the nobles for better situation in Bos-
nia. It was believed that the murder of the Pavlovi¢
family would resolve everything and that relations
inside the kingdom and relations with the neighbors
would stabilize.

According to the events that took place in Bosnian
Dubrovcani were reserved. They believed that the
trouble might knock on their border as well. If we
take into account that after these unfortunate events
many seek the help of Dubrovnik. Help was also
sought by the most prominent nobles merely to take
refuge in their city for their own safety. Sometimes
there’s a feeling that Dubrovcani were often reserved
towards Bosnia. They expected change of govern-
ment in Bosnia. They often avoided signing contracts
if the government did not stabilize. Apart from that,
The Republic did not like destruction of Bosnia. Of-
ten these atrocities from Bosnia passed on to the ter-
ritory of The Republic. They would often, even if the
conditions at their borders were calm, warn some no-
bles of possible dangers that could arise. They would
also write letters to some noblemen, warning them of
certain events that disturb The Republic. Frequent in-
vasions of the Hungarian and Ottoman armies in the
first two decades of the 15th century resulted in the
devastation of The Kingdom. Besides that, it often
came to the movement of the population itself. Thus,
the population sought safer causing the weakening
of economic power of both Bosnia and its neighbors.
The Ottoman army, apart from resigning the popula-
tion, wanted to see what the king was doing and what
his military and political power was like. How much
was there the influence of the Ottoman army is the
fact that some noblemen in the second decade of the
15th century begin to pay taxes to the sultan.

DISCUSSION

Historians have different opinions about the events
that took place during August 1415. Dr sci. Emir
Filipovi¢ argues that the Lasva battle (LaSvanska bit-
ka), better known in history as a Doboj Battle, marked
a key milestone with the influence of the Hungaria
in Bosnia. After this battle, Hungary's influence
weakened while the influence of the Ottomans was
strengthened.
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The Doboj battle also produced a crisis in the Bos-
nian Kingdom and was the key to shaping further
political reality in the country. Soon after these
event in the kingdom, new complications followed.
In August 1415, after the meeting of the Bosnian
nobles not far from the ruling complex in Sutjeska,
a politically motivated murder took place, execu-
tion of prince Pavle Radenovi¢, who was indicted
as one of the main culprits for recent events in
Bosnia. After a short argument his head was cut off
by the prince Vuk Hrani¢, and the king Ostoja took
his son, Petar to Bobovac where he was supposed
to be blinded. The Dubrovnik delegate and eyewit-
ness of these unfortunate events testified that even
queen Kujava was worried about her fate at that
time. These events were the scale of many years of
bloody conflicts between families of Kosaca and
Pavlovi¢ (Filipovi¢, 2017).

Prof. dr Pavo Zivkovi¢ states that the prince Pavle
and his son Petar were not with the king Ostoja,
and thus they were not even on the side of the
king of Hungary. King Ostoja and duke Sandalj
were most dismayed by the scrutiny of the support
Pavlovi¢ gave to the anti-king Tvrtko II whom
they were trying to bring to the throne of Bosnia.
For some time Tvrtko II resided in their territory.
One document from mid August 1415 confirms
this. An incident with the Dubrovnik’s cattle oc-
curred, which was stolen by Petar Pavlovi¢ men.
The people of Dubrovnik threatened to complain
to the king Tvrtko II at the time. From this comes
a conclusion that a legitimate king for Pavle and
Petar was Tvrtko II not king Ostoja. The event that
took place at the end of August 1415 was a politi-
cal murder and represented two different camps in
Bosnia, one supporters of Tvrtko II and supporters
of legitimate king Ostoja (Zivkovié¢, 1981).

Prof. dr Esad Kurtovi¢ thinks that the absentee-
ism and passivity of herceg Hrvoje at a meeting in
Sutjeska, in addition, he himself approved to pun-
ish the Pavlovi¢ who did not want to return un-
der the influence of the Hungarian king. The main
creator for the return of the influence of King Si-
gismund was duke Sandalj. From his writings to
the Dubrovnik MP, Ivan Gundulic, it can be no-
ticed that the relations of the Bosnian noblemen
Pavlovi¢ and Kosaca were brought into the atti-
tude of hostility since the killing of prince Pavle.
This hostility was also from earlier times in the
mismatched, divergent and controversial policy.
Pavlovi¢i, according to duke Sandalj, did not want
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to accept this outcome and experienced a political
defeat. Prince Pavle Radenovi¢ paid with his life
(Kurtovi¢, 2009).

CONCLUSION

After the Doboj Battle, the king tried to tackle the
inner conditions that were then ruling in the devas-
tated Bosnian kingdom. Given that there were fre-
quent conflicts in the kingdom that had been dev-
astated by other powerful medieval states Bosnian
king tried to strengthen the central government
and yet show that he is the true master in Bosnia.
He decided to deal with disobedient bosnian no-
bles. He called for a Bosnian meeting in which
a premeditated clash with the prince Pavle
Radenovi¢ had already been planned. The meet-
ing was attended by the most influential nobles,
except Hrvoje. The impression is that after the
Doboj Battle (Dobojska bitka), herceg Hrvoje
has remained aside for everything that will hap-
pen in Bosnia. He waited for the opportunity to
restore the former power and glory he had at the
beginning of the 15th century. Just the murder that
took place proves that king Ostoja and the great
duke Sandalj had great aspirations to the posses-
sions Radenovi¢i held. Yet some of these posses-
sions have been saved thanks to the son of Pavle
Radenovi¢. In order to avenge his father’s death he
invited the Ottoman army to Bosnia. A great fear
spread through the Kingdom. People as well as
some noblemen asked for help from Dubrovnik in
case of danger. They were not very happy to accept
the population that was seeking their protection.
They themselves were waiting for a replacement
at the Bosnian court. Even though they waited for
this shift to happen, they did not miss the oppor-
tunity to be groveling to King Ostoja. They issued
orders to some commanders to especially fish for
king Ostoja. However, they did not miss the oppor-
tunity to grovel the fugitive king Tvrtko II either.
During the difficult times, herceg Hrvoje dies for
Bosnia. He marked two decades of his being. He
even sometimes acted as king of Bosnia. He was
one of the reputable nobles who will be remem-
bered in Bosnian history. Ostoja’s rule was marked
by large historic events in the mid-second decade
of the 15th century that were sometimes fatal for
both him and the Kingdom. Yet in all those times,
he was one of the few kings, in Bosnia, who op-
posed the arbitrariness of the nobles.
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